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BACKGROSffD 


n 1 \ J^ ect Is of greet interest to this ©fflea. 

Sitring 195° it is believed that sizeable quantities of ^©baXt 
been diverted to tee Soviet Bloc through Switzerland* 
Although it is possible that the cobelt mentioned is ■■■■ 
was of Belgian origin, it is wore likely that tea cobalt wm 
of Horwegisix origin and was squired and shipped, via the %th- 
Bdgtem to Switzerland b,v the method described in 
HHH By this method the cobalt enters (and proba b ly 
leaves} Belg ium declare d as %ietalware tt * This fits in with the 
statement in ■flMHi that *11 is believed, that tbs shipper 
wished to export the cobalt as imidenttfiad metal scrap*. 
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2* In regard to tbs shipment of 2000 kilograms of cobalt, 
provide, if possible, details of origin, doeurr©ntatio% routing, 
method and date of transportation^ names of all sigjpliers* sdd» 
dlemen, transport firms and banks Involved j and value of the 
shipaent* 


3. Was the shipment of 2000 kilograms of cob al t stopped by 
tbs Swiss author! ties or was it allowed to proceed to tbs Soviet 
Bloc? 

By what method was the shipment discovered fey tbs Swiss 
authorities. . 


. . In rogsrA to paragraph 5, this office has been unable to 

identify the Gompagnie des Jtetaux ©t Minerals. DM -tee- source 
confuse the. name of the- Brussels firm with the Sooiste Mineral# 
et Ketaux, Paris, « firm which deals in cobalt? Does source think 
th® Societe ®e»era3,e des Minerals, a film which probably controls 
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the sale of all cobalt produced in BeXgltan> sold the cobalt? 

details,, m outlined in paragraph 2. of other 
it shipments of which sources may have u *-*— 4 — 
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